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Brick Wall Strategies

• Overall Guidance
– Ancestry.com and other online genealogy indexing 
services are extremely useful; 

– however, there is no substitute for original 
documents.



Brick Wall Strategies

• Common Brick Walls
– Additional Information on immigrant
– Maiden Names
– Original Last Names
– Country / city of origin
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Brick Wall Strategies

• Naturalization Papers
– Three Separate Documents

• Declaration of Intention (first papers)
• Petition for Naturalization (second/final papers)
• Certificate of Naturalization
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• Certificate of Naturalization
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• Declaration of Intention
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• Declaration of Intention – additional info
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• Additional Information
– Naturalization papers
– Jewish Gravestones
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– Death Certificates
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Brick Wall Strategies

• Death Certificates
– Information found on a death certificate

• Name, DOD, DOB, place of birth
• Fathers name, Mothers maiden name
• Cemetery name

– Fathers hebrew name
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• Jewish Gravestones
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• Date Conversion
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• Jewish Gravestones
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• Date Conversion
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• Maiden Names
– Death Certificates
– Census Forms

• Mother‐in‐law (widowed) may be living with the family
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Brick Wall Strategies

• Original Last Names
– Ships Manifests
– Naturalization Records

• Sometimes name change during years between 1st
papers and Naturalization Certificate
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• Country / City of Origin
– Emigration / Immigration Records



Brick Wall Strategies

• Overall Guidance
– Ancestry.com and other online genealogy indexing 
services are extremely useful

– however, there is no substitute for original 
documents

– These are only some brick wall strategies
– No shortcuts; it takes time
– Ancestry’s Red Book lists sources for every state in 
the US
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• Questions?



European Records

• Two Examples
– Poland



European Records

• Two Examples
– Poland
– Vienna

• genteam.at
• familysearch.org
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• Vienna ‐ genteam



European Records

• Vienna ‐ familysearch
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• The End
– Questions?


